What proportion of women have half the children?
A serendipitous constellation of three arresting statistics sparked our interest in the concentration of reproduction: -In a synthetic cohort of women following 1980 US fertility rates, about a quarter of the women would give birth to half of the children. The section on "demography and population genetics" in the International Encyclopedia of Social Sciences asks us to "recall a well-known calculation made by Karl Pearson in connection with Denmark. In 1830, 50 percent of the children in that country were born of 25 percent of the parents" (Sutter, 1968: 105) .
These three statistics are, it turns out, three points on a complicated pattern and not three instances of a universal demographic constant. That makes the pattern interesting: how does what we have termed the "have-half" -in this context, the proportion of women (or of married women or of parents) who have half the children-change over time, across countries, with the level of fertility?' For the present note, we narrow our concern to reporting some of our findings about the changing concentrations of reproduction among US women.
Figure 1 graphs three summary measures of the concentration of reproduction among cohorts of US women born between 1868 and 1931. The curve labeled "Women's have-half" appears fairly stable and fluctuates slightly; on the other hand, the difference between the lowest and highest points on the curve is substantial. The lowest point is reached for the cohort of women born in 1906: 19 percent of these women had half the children. The highest point is reached for the last cohort, the women born in 1931: 27 percent of these women accounted for half the offspring. Thus, the pattern is one of decreasing and then increasing equality in the distribution of offspring. We generated concentration curves for each cohort of women born from 1868 through 1931. The boundaries of this set of curves are defined by three curves, given in Figure 3 . The 1906 curve, that is, the curve for the cohort of women born in that year, tends to be the outermost curve, whereas the 1931 curve tends to be the innermost. However, the earliest curve, for the 1868 cohort, (1985 a, b, c) .
3 Heuser's data include birth rates for women with eight or more children, but it is only possible to calculate the total number of children-and hence, the average number of children-born to women with seven or more children.
